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Arrested Protesters Laud Polio 


By MARY MANNING 
SUN Staff Writer 

“When we got on the bus, handcuffed, I said, i haven’t 
lelt as much peace in months’ — and that was the last 
tiling I expected,” Dick Clark said, one of 19 arrested 
Friday at the Nevada Test Site. 

Nineteen of about 125 anti-nuclear protesters at¬ 
tempted to continue a prayer launched on one side of the 
covernment-drawn white line that spilled across that 
landmark. 

Once nationally famous Daniel Ellsberg, West German 
protester Thyra Quensel, Franciscan priest Louis Vitale 
nd others dared to walk toward the NTS gate, Nye 
‘ ounty Sheriff’s deputies moved in to arrest them. 

We were two miles from the gate and here we were 
rrested for praying, very peaceful, and not blocking 
traffic,” Vitale, of Oakland, Calif., said. 

Ellsberg and Quensel were the only ones sporting 
•aetal handcuffs. Deputies restrained the rest of the 
emonstrators with the plastic variety. 

“The police were more than professional, they were 
°ry gentle and very considerate,” Ellsberg noted from 
is hotel room late Friday night. 



“We were handled very carefully,” Ellsberg continued. 
“The police felt we were doing something out of cons¬ 
cience and they were very sophisticated.” 

Ellsberg has taken part in hundreds of demonstrations 
of civil disobedience after he won national fame for 
publishing the “Pentagon Papers.” 

The demonstrators were loaded on the bus for the trip 
to jail, “and we prayed some more,” Vitale said. 

After the arrests, eight women and 11 men were bused 
to Beatty, about 45 miles from the test site. The demon¬ 
strators were kept in four small jail cells, two of them 
already occupied by a pair of young men held on drug 
abuse charges. 

“The eight women were put in a very small cell with 
a single light bulb in it and sat on straight-back chairs,” 
Vitale recalled. One of them, a 16-year-old who had been 
arrested with her older brother, was released immediate¬ 
ly- 

Dot Trabits, of Mobile, Ala., won a vacation to Las 
Vegas and decided to take part in the nuclear protest, 65 
miles north of the Entertainment Capital of the World. 
She was arrested. 



“She said she had been an anti-nuclear protester since 
the 1940s,” Vitale said. 

“Jail was interesting because things didn’t end with the 
arrest,” Los Angeles County Jail Chaplain Steve Kelly 
said. “We prayerfully met for clarity once in the cells.” 

After more than two hours of negotiations'between the 
demonstrators and Nye County District Judge Bill Sul¬ 
livan, the prisoners were released without posting $100 
bail each. They must appear at 10 a.m. and 2 p.m. 
Wednesday in Beatty’s court before Sullivan. 

“The judge told us we would be held in contempt of 
court if we didn’t leave jail,” Ellsberg said. The protesters 
expected to remain under arrest until after Easter 
Sunday. They refused to post bail. 

The trespassing charges are based on state law and 
carry a maximum $500 penalty, Ellsberg said. “This is 
unusual, but they, may want to keep it as low-key as 
possible,” he added. 

For some, it was an experience capping a lifetime of 
work for peace. 

(See DEMONSTRATORS, Page 5) 























Saturday, April 10, 1982 


19 Arrested, 100 Protest At Nevada Test Site 


(Continued From Page 1) 

The Good Friday prayer vigil was 
part of a 47-day Desert Lenten Ex¬ 
perience sponsored by the Franciscan 
Center in protest to the creation and 
testing of nuclear weapons at NTS. 
The protestors have dubbed the site 
the “death machine.” 

At the crack of dawn, demonstrat¬ 
ors gathered at the Highway 95 turn¬ 
off leading to NTS. About 7 a.m., the 
protesters took their place along a 
rope draped with nearly 600 black 
Hags, each one symbolizing a nuclear 
bomb exploded at the Nevada site, 
and began walking toward an area 
designated by the Department of 
Energy for the morning prayer ser¬ 
vice. 


Sister Juliane Graff, a Franciscan 
nun from San Francisco and one of the 
organizers of Lenten Experience, 
headed the procession dragging a 9- 
foot cross on her shoulder. 

Other protesters stood along the 
two-mile procession route holding 
placards with anti-nuclear slogans. 

“I have given my life to this peace 
movement,” Graff said. ‘‘This is 
where the death machine is and these 
people are symbols of hundreds 
across the country who are fasting 
and praying in support of this (protest) 
and for peace.” 

Before the two-mile parade had 
ended, nearly 90 demonstrators had 
joined the line, which included pro¬ 
testors bused from the University of 


California, Berkeley, and other areas 
of California. 

When the procession had reached i 
the open area about a half a mile short i 
of the barricade, they planted the' 
cross firmly in the ground and 
gathered in a circle around it to share 
the 14 stations of the cross. 

The group shared experiences and 
ideas about nuclear weapon "testing 
and sang songs in support of halting 
nuclear weapons testing and convert¬ 
ing the test site into a peace-oriented 
operation. They were frequently in¬ 
terrupted by a U.S. Air Force heli¬ 
copter circling above the group. 

Kevin Pryor, who has left a profit- > 
able management business* to devote 
time to fighting the buildup of nuclear 


weapons, drove from Michigan to at¬ 
tend the Nevada protest. 

“1 believe the Nevada Test Site is 
the center for everything these people 
stand against,” he said. “Fm trying to 
do whatever one person can do to get 
the point across.” 

After the vigil, the group prayed 
for the demonstrators who planned to 
cross the barricade and wrapped 
black bands around their arms to 
signify death ensured by the continua¬ 
tion of the nuclear arms race. 

“By creating awareness to the dan¬ 
ger of nuclear weapons, maybe a 
greater effort by the government to 
control the spread of nuclear weapons 
will be enacted,” demonstrator John 
Goodfellow said. 


Pope ( 
In f?< 

ROME, Ital> 
carried a wood 
of Rome on ( 
shipers to the 
early Christian 
The tradition 
procession ca^ 
servances of th 
Wearing the 
flanked by tw- 
candlelit proct 
cient arena. 

More than \ 
walked slowly 
against the cr< 
Colosseum a»n 
Forum 









